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OF THE TURKISH MOXNARCHY. 5

to any advancement of prosperity or general civilization.* In and
about the great cities of the empire, where the Pasha, "‘nlnlnssl]
and other u{ﬂcers of high situation reside, and to which man ufacturers
or méerchants are attracted, some degree of industry and cultivation
may be observed. But as we proceed through the more distant parts
of many of the provinces, we find little appearance of wealth or
comfort. This inequality of property is a consequence of the in-
security of the possessions of those, who are in inferior situations in
life. If we except some families of feudal rank, the most opulent
people in every province are the officers of government, those who
hold situations under the Porte, or Pasha of the district.  All of
a class below them, are checked and impeded in their exertions to
raise themselves, If their occupations are agricultural, they do not
possess that interest in the land which would encourage them to in-
dustrious exertion, in encreasing the quantity or improving the quality
of the productions of it. Their territorial assessment is nominally
fixed ; but they are exposed to heavy and fluctuating exactions,  If
their means of subsistence are derived {rom commercial sources-- an
meautious display of wealth would subject them to extortion and
plunder.  Under such a system of mischievous policy, it is not
surprising that various modes of concealing property are practised.
In the large towns it is not necessarily so much exposed to the eye
of the government, as that wealth, which is derived immediately
from the produce of the land.

Such is the favourable sitnation of some of the provinces of

* = Above all things, good policy is 1o be used, that the treasure and monics of a
state be not gathered into few hands.  For otherwise, a stote may have a great stock
and yet starve; and money is, like muck, not good, except it be spreal.”  Bacon.
Essay, 39.

+ “ The Christians of Aleppo,” =ays Russell, (in o remark, which admits of gencral
applieation to the Christinn subjects of the Turks,) “ find it iml:lult to avoid the esten-
tation of wealth, from fear of attrae tingg the attention of their rapacious governors.  They
are under the necessity of l::mrllnhulmrrlmm.lv, to the support of the poor of their respective

pations, as likewize 1o the payment ni Avanias, or unjust exactions demanded from
them.” ii. 46,
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6 CAUSES OF THE WEAKNESS AND DECLINE

Turkey, with respect to the great markets of Germany and Italy,
that the merchants of this empire are enabled even in times of war,
when the communication by sea is interrupted, to maintain an active
commercial intercourse by land. The territorial wealth of this
eountry is so great, the climate so various, that few parts of the
world would enter into competition with European and Asiatic
Turkey, if.a better direction and a greater encouragement were
given to the industry of the inhabitants. The activity of the Greek
and Armenian merchants would extend the internal trade, and open
new squrces of prosperity. But the spirit of enterprise and com-
mercial speculation, is checked by the insecurity of property, and by
the defects and abuses of the administration of the affairs of the pro-
vinces. It is only in those where the Pasha exerts himself to main-
tain order and tranquillity, and where he feels himself secure for a
time from the intrigues of the Porte, that the interests of trade or
agriculture are regarded. The want of punctuality in the fulfil-
ment of pecuniary engagements, and the difficulty of recovering
debts occasion the rate of interest for money to be very high. In
Constantinople, and Smyrna, it amounts to twelve per cent.; in
many parts of the empire to twenty per cenl. per annum. As a great
portion of the commerce of the country consists in the exportation
of unwrought articles, there is little encouragement given to those
various occupations which in Europe excite the industry and in-
genuity of the artist and mechanic. Of the sums collected by the
Pashas and other powerful individuals, some part is hoarded or con-
cealed, and thus withdrawn from general circulation; some is
annually sent out of the provinces to the great officers of the Porte.

5. The transportation of goods through different districts of the
empire is slow, and often obstructed by the intestine troubles of the
provinces; frequent interruptions arise in parts of Syria, and the
northern and eastern extremities of Asia Minor. The independent
Sheiks of the tribes who frequent one of the routes from Basra to
Aleppo, all maintain equal pretensions t0 demand fiom ‘the mer-
chant, as the price of his safety, some portion of his goods. The
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OF THE TURKISH MONARCHY. ' i

caravans are obliged frequently to accept the escort which some
neighbouring Sheik or Pasha nfﬁ?rs. to them, and the expences of the
merchants are multiplied by the delays and obstructions which their
protectors purposely occasion. (Niebuhr, i. 339.) According to the
measure of their strength and foree, the Arabs and other tribes
resist or obey the authority of the Turks. By extraordinary energy
and vigour, a Pasha may sometimes be enabled to repress the en-
croachments of the Arabs, and confine them within certain limits;
he prevents them, until they have paid the tribute which is due,
from entering the great cities for the purposes of trafhe or ex-
changing different commodities; but the expences of raising levies
and troops, active and numerous enough to watch their conduct,
and threaten them with punishment are so great, that the JOVETTIOTS,
who consider their residence in the provinces as uncertain, are
seldom disposed to maintain an army which can inspire the Arabs
with fear and respect. The inhabitants of the villages, in the mean-
time, are left to a vicissitude of insult and oppression ; they are kept
in constant alarm by the incursion of these wandering tribes, and
when the Pasha takes the field, they suffer not less injury from the
vexatious insolence and disorder of the Turkish soldiers.

The internal trade of the Asiatic part of the empire has been di-
minished by another cause; the caravans of pHerims or merchants,
who assemble annually at the temple of Mecea, and on their return
through the provineces of Asia and Syria. dispose of their various
commodities and productions, are now less numerous than in former
times, This is to be attributed partly to a declining zeal for Maho-
metanism, and partly to the fear of being plundered in those routes,
which have lately been frequented by the Wahabee.

The decrease of the commerce® of this part of the empire is

T . ¥ i
: .FL 1= a prool of the great Evropean commerce earried on at Aleppo sbout the
beginning of the 17th centary, that the hire only of camels to fetch and carry goods to

and frunf E-n:'nmiurunn, the port of Aleppo, amounted at least 1o 8000 sequins o year.”
See P. Texcira, quoted by Dtussell, ii. 4.



8 CAUSES OF THE WEAKNESS AND DECLINE

proved by the decline of the mercantile establishments once main-
tained in some of the large cities. * It is worthy of remark,” says a
late traveller, who directed his attention particularly to subjects of a
commercial nature, ¢ that at a period not far distant, the Turks had
many articles of exportation, of which they have now scarcely a
sufficiency to supply their own wants. Silk, for instance, was once

exported in considerable quantities; at present, hardly enough is to

be found for the manufactures of the country, and that is at six
times more than its former price. Every article of exportation has
fallen off; the few which remain, are raised to such prices as to
render exporting them a certain loss. This proceeds in a great
measure from the extortion of the Agas, or governors of the provinces,
and from the export goods being farmed by the rich destroyers of
the state, who of course pay a small price, and prohibit the sale to
any one else. Silk is at preSent farmed by the Reis Effendi,- or
minister for foreign affairs.”

6. In countries, where the springs of mdustry and exertion are
unbroken, the evils occasioned by plague, war, and famine are soon
removed ; but in Turkey the calamities they inflict are slowly re-
paired. The neglect of agriculture is one among other causes, which
check the population of the country ; nor is it difficult to assign the
reason of the small esteem in which it is held in many parts. It is
not anly without any direct encouragement, but it has not that in-
direct assistance which an extended commerce always affords. The
various tribes that wander over the deserted. plains of Asia Minor
and Syria, sometimes broken into small parties, at other times united
in formidable numbers, remove according to the season of the year
to districts where more extended pastures, or other advantages tempt
them to a temporary settlement. The habits of life of all ‘these hordes
are unfavourable to a proper cultivation of the land. In addition to
the Kurds and Bedoween Arabs, we may mention the Turkmans,
the peculiar descendants of the Nomad Scythians, who are frequent-
ly met by travellers in Syria; we have observed their flocks,
herds, and reeded tents on the western coast of Asia Minor. The
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OF THE TURKISH MONARCHY. 9

Rushwans are a tribe of wandering Kurds who inhsabit the ancient
Cappadocia, and in parts of the year establish themselves in the
vicinity of Damascus and Aleppo. The Begdelees, a tribe of Turk-
mans, are described by Pococke as consisting of bodies of one thou-
sand persons, and raising contributions on different villages. These
wandering tribes increase in numbers, in consequence of the un-
quiet - state of the country, and want of protection; peasants,
Christians as well as Mahometans, being driven from the cultivation
of their lands.

In policy, as in architecture, the ruin is greatest when it begins
with the foundation. Under that very imperfect establishment of
order and law, which prevails in some part of the European, as well
as Asiatic provinces of the empire, the peasants are so depressed
and interrupted in the exercise of their occupations, that the
country is almost desclate. Five hundred villages are not found
in the district of Mesopotamia belonging to Mardin, which once
possessed sixteen hundred.* Cyprus before the conquest of the
Turks contained 14,000 villages ; in two insurrections great numbers
of the inhabitants were slain; a dreadful mortality was occasioned
by the plague in 1624, and in less than fifty years from that time,
seven hundred villages only could be found.t Three hundred were
once comprehended in a part of the Pashalik of Aleppo, now con-
taining less than one-third of that number.f Many towns are men-
tioned in the history of the Caliphs, which no longer exist; the
site of others may be traced on the route from Bagdad to Mosul.
In consequence of the decrease of agriculture and manufacturing in-
dustry, the sums formerly paid to the government by some of its
officers of revenue are diminished ; 50,000l. was the amount § of

* Niebuhr, ii. 320.

t Rycaut.  State of the Greek church, p. 91.

T Russell, i, 339.. .

§ Payments of money in the Turkish empire are made in purses; each purse containing

200 piastres.  We find the payments made to the exchequer in the Greek empire were
called ¢ folles” Clarke on Coins, 351.
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