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Tayip ~ l~entifiesthe Real Corpse

Everyone knows: that Tayip ~. was a very strange

man. This story illulstr,ates one aspect of his strangeness.

One day a rath,er :poor man passed away. Beca1J1se he

was poor and because, he did not have many friends, there

were only a few people in the fl1neral procession when the

corpse was carried from the mos(~ue to the cemetery

_I 

As you know, four people (:arry the coffin during

that procession.2 Since the cemetery is usually o~tside

IAn ~ (English, ~) i~5 a rural landowne1(", some-
times wealthy, often powerful. ~rhe word does not indicate
an official title but describes an economic statu~. They
are often the principal employeJ':s of farm workers, and
they are often viewed by their employees as harsh~ driving,
and abusive. The term ~ is al~5o used in a compl~mentary
way, as an honorific, for a dis1:inguished or justiolder
person than the one using the tE~rm. Thus an older brother
is called ~ ~ by his youngeJ': siblings. Al'=!Ja bey may be
used as a deferential term to one older or more p*esti-
gious than the speaker. A taxi driver may refer td his
passenger as al'=!Ja bey.; a salesman speaking to a male cus-
tomer may call him ~~~.

2Although some affluent Tllrks (especially uJbanites)
are now buried in coffins, trad:Ltionally Turkish qorpses
were shrouded and buried withou1: further covering or
protection from the soi:l. What :Ls here called the, coffin
is something very different froIn the expensive and ornate
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thE! village itself, the coffin bearers have to carry

the!ir burden quite ,1 distance. The first set of four

beclrers is soon rep:Laced by a second set, the second set

by a third set, and so on until they reach the cemetery

Because Tayip~. was a distinguished person, he

waEi selected to be clffiong the first set of four coffin

becLrers. When i t wa~; time to replace the first set of

cof:fin bearers I Tayj.p ~ was not replaced, for tpe

number of able-bodiE~d men at the funeral was small. When

the! second set was 1:0 be replaced, there were only three

voJ.unteers to carry the coffin on the next stage of the

procession, and so ~~ayip ~ was again left in position

to continue this work.

After carryin~r one corner of the coffin the whole

diEitance to the cemE~tery, Tayip M.9:. was, of course, very

tired. 

At the grave he said to the corpse, "Just a minute!

You weren't the one who died. It was I who died from the

oVE!rexertion of carrying you here!"

cof:fins used in mos1: Western funerals. It is simply a
plcLin wooden box wi 1:h a handle (about two feet long) on
eac:h corner. It is a community "coffin," stored behind
the! mosque and used for all funerals. It is simply a prac-
tic:al vehicle in whJLch to carry the corpse to its grave.
It is often referred to euphemistically as "the

Ifollr-armed one."




