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.2!!~~("aco~l~l on Taxation

During the time 1illhen -5likrli Saraco~lu was Prime

Minister, taxes were v4ery hi~h. The people of one village

became very upset abou't the high tax rate, and they decid-

ed to complain to the :Prime Minister about this matter.

They sent a dele4~ationl of their citizens to Ankara,

where the Prime Ministt~r agr~ed to meet with them. When

were shown in to -the presence of the Prime Minister,

began to list the:ir complaints both about the high

taxes and about the melthods pf taxation used by the chief

tax collector.

After listening 1to their complaints, the Prime

Minister called to his presehce his chief tax collector.

1Mehmet ~ukru saJraCO9lt--he never used his first
name in pub1ic--was one of T rkey's most distinguished
statesmen during the f:irst h If of the 20th century. Born
in 1887, he died in 19~53. Heiwas Prime Minister, President
of the Grand National j~ssemblY, and the holder of several

...ICab1net pos1t10ns.
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that official arr:ived,

2much should the hoca

the Prime Minister asked him,

of a village pay each year?"

The chief tax co:llectot answered, "100,000 liras,

sir."

"No, no!" answerE:~d the I Prime Minister. "That is far

too little. He should pay 200,000 liras."

.When the vJ.llage]:"s heatd that, they immediately

turned around and fled from the room

2In the Turkish F~epublic a ~ is a preacher and
religious leader. Durin,g the Ottoman period he was both
preacher and teacher.




