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Location:.

B 1 k . 11 ;';-j'""' 1. 1. V1. age, "..c

Devrek kaza,
Zonguldak Provine

Date: June 19,

Returninq Ramazan,l Unreturninq Man

Therl~ is a green grocer :living here in our village ~hom

I do not like. Once during Ramazan he saw me smoking a 9iga-

rette.

Jl.1St as soon as he noticed that, he said to me, '~What

are you doing? This is Ramazan, and you are committing ~ sin

in desecrc~ting Rarnazan! II

I an~3wered, "Well, it is only one Ramazan. Next ye~r

there wil:l be another Ramazan, and every year after that Ithere

will also be one, but when I go, when I die,

2return."

I shall nevejr

The ~Jreen grocer continued to criticize me. He sai~,

"Allah wi:Ll not forgive you! You have to prepare yourse~f in

this world for living in the next world. Allah knows wha you

lThe ninth month on the Islamic lunar calendar. (Although
Turkey and several other Molsem countries are for offici 1 and
business purposes on the Gregorian calendar, the religio s
calendar ]-:emains lunar. This causes Ramazan to come abo t
th:ree weeJ~s earlier each year on the official Gregorian calen-
da:r.) Du]-:ing Ramazan nothing is to pass the lips of the
deTITout Mo~;lem between sunrise and sunset.

2Thi~; is a common rationale used by people to excuse
their faiJLure to observe fasting during Ramazan. It occ rs
also earl~, in AT ON 494.
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doing!

He is so great that he is everywhere--not jus~

in this world or in the sky but everywhere. You cannot see

but He can see you. You cannot hear Him, but He can

hear you. You cannot touch Him, and yet He is everywherel."

I col1ldn't stand his talk any longer, and I couldn't

resist sa~ring something that would shock him. This is what

I said: ItCh, uncle, you probably wanted to say that Allah

does not exist at all, but you just did not have enough c~urage

to do so. II




