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Once in th,e past there was a very poor man who had an

intelligent 50:rl. That son wis:hed to lear~ E~verything he

possibly could, but the family was so poolr 1:hat he was unable

to go to school. One day as tJhis boy was walking along in

deep thought, Jtle struck his foot sgainst a J:'ock. The pain

"Of-f-f!"from that blow caused him to Sj~Y,

At that sound an old man a]?peared and l'. a~)ked,

want? You cal:led my name. ,,2

"What do you

Surprised, 

the boy answered, "I didn I t \Iran t anything.

All I said was 'Of-f-fl' and I said that onJ.y because I hit

IThe word ~~ suggests two very differE~nt kinds of super-
natural creatuJ:-es. The first :Ls the huge stlpernatural being
who comes forth from a bottle o:r appears in response to some
signal, such a~; the rubbing of .3. magic lamp or ring. This
creature then proceeds to give 'the caller st1lpernatural or
magic aid to a(~hieve what he wjL:shes. The ot:her kind of jinn
is never seen. It is a spiritui~l force refeirred to in some
Sufi belief and in other mysti(~;3.l systems.

The Qf-f-f Jinn appears in .3. person's life initially when
that person seE~ms to be callin~J its nam~ but~ actually is sim-
ply expressing fatigue or disma:i. I.

2sometimes the old magician who teaches the art of trans-
formation is called the Of-f-f Jinn, and soDletimes he: is re-
ferred to as A:li Cengiz (Jengh:is). Whatever he is called, the
contest in transformations is ~j,enerally kno\lm in Turkey as the
Ali Cengiz game.
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my foot accidentally and hurt it. But sin<:e you have asked

what I want, I shall tell you. I want tp :Learn everything

there is to know

"Come wi t:tl me, then," said the old m~n, "for I can teach

you everythinc~ that you want .to know."

The boy went to the old mc~n' s house ~ni:ending to learn

everything he possibly could.. But befor~ he actually began

one of the old man' s neighbor~~. This nejighbor said, "This
old man is veJ:'y dangerous. Whl=never he teaLches you anything,

be sure to sa~r to him, I I canIlc:>t understandl that. I have

been unable to learn it.' If :iOU admit tha.t you have learned

any of his trj,-cks, he will cui: your throat before you can

leave

The young man studied wit~h the old man for three years,

and during thclt time he learnE~d everythi*g that the old man

showed him. l'lever once, however, did he ever admit that he

had learned a single thing.

One day af:ter the young maLIl was certain that he had

\~ learned everyt:hing that the oJ.d man had to teach, he turned

1-,.J~t""""~ -~ I

..-,~ dow.",,-' --
""-'"

~himself 

into al pigeon and fle\'\1 away out through an open win-
r---

When the: old man saw thi.f;, he turned himself into a
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(E~~nd bega:t1 to pursue the :[)igeon. Th~ pigeon landed upon

a woman's hand, and then when the eagle ~wooped down to

seize it, it .turned into a haJrldful of whea1: grains that fell

upon the floo:r. The eagle thl3n turned into a chicken and

began to peck the grains of w]t1eat from the floor. The wheat

then turned into a wolf and qllickly gobbp-eci up the chicken

The young man then restored himself to his natural form.

with the know:ledge that he had learned frODI the old man, he

was able to I:Lve comfortably :E,or the rest of his life. 3

3rn some variants of this 1tale, the transformations are
more numerous and the situations deve19ping from them are
more complex.




