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He said, "0 l\llah, provide me wi t.h enopgh money to buy a

1Member of a dervish order of: that same name, founded by
Hacl Bektas Veli (d. 1516). The Bektasi dervishes are often
said to be Sh:L lite more than ~,unni te. T us their religious
position is equivocal in predominantly unnite Turkey.
Throughout their history they have ofte been deeply involved
in Turkish politics. They had a serious setback in 1826 when
the Janissary Corps, with whi(:,h they we e allied, was
destroyed. Along with other dervish ord rs, they were outlawed
during the Kernalist Reforms of the 1920 .It was estimated
that there were still 30,000 Bektasis i Turkey in 1950.

As a fol]c type the Bekta~i is cyni al in attitude and
frequently irreverent in behavior. The ekta$i often drinks
alcohol, refuses to fast, scoffs at ort odox Moslem clergymen,
and is criticiil of the Deity. Despite h's outrageousness, he
is enjoyed, perhaps even admired secret y, by Turkish
audiences.

2A rekat is a series of physical m vements and gestures
.performed dur.ing prayer. The number of ekats performed var~es

with the part:icular services of which t ey are part. At a
service at wh.ich a dozen or more rekats are required, there is
a considerable amount of energy ex-pe-nde .

3An ~ is the prayer leader in a mosque.

4A Moslem prayer service is divide~ into two parts: the
farz, which includes the rekats and is ~andatory; and the--
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bottle of ~;:'o\"

"0

Allah,

I

Another D.1an in the mosquE~ was hear<ji to say,

give me religj.ous faith!.I.I

The ~ overheard both these rematks. He said, "Just
:listen to what: these fellows are saying, II Then turning to the

]3ekta~i, he as:ked,"Aren't you ashamed ot yourself?"

"What is wrong with what I said? D+esn't everyone pray

for something he does not have?"

optional indiv'idual and persop.al c,ommun cations between the
worshiper and. Allah.

SAnise-fl.avored distilled liquor, nown as arak in Arab
lands and buzu. in the Balkans. Despite he fact that alcohol
is forbidden-b;y Islam, ~ remains a p pular drink throughout
the Middle East and especially' in Turke , where it is the
national liquo'r. Mixed with wa.ter it tu ns white, and its
color plus its potency have ea.rned it t e name "Lion's Milk."




