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nl.Zl.r Teaches That EveJ~:-1~ev~als His Oriqins

There was once a padi~~ah 'tirho wished to see HJ.zJ.r, but

his own efforts to find that saint had failed. He therefore
..

had town criers make this annou:t1cement among his people: "Who-,

ever can locate HJ.zJ.r for me will be rewarded with great

wealth."

No one volunteered inunediately to find Hl.zl.r for the

padisah.

Then a very poor man b'egan thinking about the padi-

9ah's announcement. "Why fihouldnr t I voJ.unteer to find HJ.z1.r:'

Even if I fa.il to find him,. I sha.ll be well fed and well paid

during the f:orty days that I shal.1 request to search for H1.z1.r.

And if I shcluld fail to find him in that time, I sha:ll be exe-

cuted, but ]: shall not reaJLly mlind that, for I shall then be

saved from cLnY further f;ufferin,g of the kind I have long en-

dured.

When t:his man report~~d to t:he padi~ah and said that he

could find HJ.zJ.r for him, 'the ruJLer ordered his men to give

this poor m,ln a good quant:ity of gold. The poor man took this
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money to the mcLrketplace and used it to buy a number of things,

including a large amount of food. WhE!n he took all of these

things home to his family, his wife was greatly surprised to

them.

She asked him, nOh, Husband, how did you get

enough money tCI buy so many things? Did you steal it? Did

you rob the paali~ah' s treasury?"

"Calm do\.;rn, my wife., calm down!" said the poor man.
..

"I did none of the things you have suggested. The padi~ah

wanted someone to locate HJ.zJ.r for him, and I said that I

could do that. As a result, we can now be assured of being

for forty days, and then, if I have not somehow found

H1Z1r, I shall be beheaded. But that will be all right."

Time passed, and as it did so, the poor man and his fam-

lived well, but during the forty days, he had not even a

When all of the time allowed had expired,glimpse of HJ.Zlr.

the padi~ah ord.ered his viziers, "Go and get that man who

said that he could find Hl.:~l.rl"

Going to the poor man's house, the viziers said, "Ch,

Corne along with us."friend, the pad.ieah wants to see you.

As they weJ':e going to the palace, a snlall boy began following

The poor man thought that the boy might be the padi-them.

Gah's son, and the viziers supposed that the boy was the poor
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man's son.

palace.

There the ruler asked the ploor man, "Did you find

HJ.zJ.r?"

"No, m:'i padieah, I could no't find him. /I

Very aJrlgry at this, the pcidieah ordered his viziers into
a meeting of ]~is advisory counci:l. There the padi~ah spoke

his padi~ah?"

grand vizier answered" "We should behead him. Then

Upon hearing this remark, the little boy said, "Bah!" to
show his disapproval.

that man said, "You should kill hiJ:n. Then you should place his

body in a larl~e mortar and pound i,t to bits.

ment by sayinl':J, "Bah!"

padi~ah then asked the 'third vizier for his opinion

about how the~ poor man shou:Ld be punished., The third vizier
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said, "0, my padieah, when a :~oung person makes such a mis-

take, a great ruler like you :should forgiv'e him.
Punishing

such a desperate man is not s;1Jitable behav'ior for one of your

great stat"s."

This tiItle the little bcl:i responded b,y saying, "Good!

Good!"

When the padi~ah heard "l:his, he spo,k:e to the boy for

the first time!. "Each time OJrle of my viziers made a state-

ment, you made some comment aJbout it. YOllJ. said,

'Bah! 

' after

my grand vizier spoke, and YO111 said the sa.me thing after my

second vizier spoke. But now you have said,

'Good!Good! 

'

to what my thj.rd vizier said. What do YOIU mean by these re-

marks?"

"Your fj.rst vizier said that this Floor man should be

beheaded and then have his fllesh sliced Ulp and hung on hooks.

That vizier is the son of a b'l1tcher anal that is why he said

what he did. You!: second vi2:ier said tha.t; the poor man should

be killed and then. pounded to bits in a IIlclrtar. That vizier

is the son of a cQlffeehouse Q'wner, and that is why he responded

as he did. Your }"oungest vizier is the son of a genteel per-

son, and that is t;he reason he recommende!cl that you forgive

the poor man. I1; you want a good and truf)tworthy vizier, he
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is the miin for the job.

the one ~rou are seeking."

If you are looking for H~z~r, I am

Having said that, H~z~r suddenly

vanished from the view of all those present.




