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1 Beh1li1 Dane is largely
a legendary
figure
in the Moslem
past of the Abbasid
Period.
Whether there is any historicity
to this
figure
is questionable,
though until
the 18th century
there was a grave at Baghdad that was supposedly his.
He was
said to be the mad half-brother
of Harun Re$it
(Haroun alRaschid),
greatest
of the Abbasid,. caliphs,
who flourished
around 800.
There was method in his alleged
"madness,"
for
his antic behavior
was a "cover"
for his role as satirist
and
critic
of worldliness
of the powerful
and wea1thy--notab1y
the
caliph himself.
At times he was, like the Jewish sch1emihl,
a saintly
fool.
2 Her name was zlibeyde.
3 The para was formerly
the smallest
monetary unit.
There
were 40 paras to the kuru~ and 100 kuru~ to the Turkish lira.
By mid-20th century,
devaluation
of Turkish
money had eliminated
from use the para, and by the 1970s the kuru~ also fell
out of
circulation.
When the lira
fell
to the value of 1/10 of a u.s.
cent (and much lower in the 1980s),
the kuru~ became utterly
meaningless.
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Angelic
female atiendants
who act as hostesses
servants
to those Moslems who reach heaven.
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