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~: Story was apl=,arently
collected in the 1950's
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Boratav. Translated
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tape in April, 1962,
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The Girl a j\ljonk and

~he Padishah's YounCJest ~Ql!. ~~ ..-28'.,
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there were <f:~e-

~1~~~, and all day long and alt night long the:y used to

were many, and it was a sin to t~lk too much,

spin thread out of cotton. And fn the morning the younges"t
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bread, and would come back again~ They were very poor, and

they had nobody to live with the~. They had no parents.

Again one day they had lots IOf thread spun out of cotton,

'tHurry to

and bread back

And she started. She was ve~y young. and when she was
I

on her way she saw a person sellirg some chickens, and she

liked them very much. ':J ithout qir ing a thought to it, she

f
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When she came back, they said, "~here is our cotton? And \-Jhere

are our candles and our bread?"

And she said,
I

brought you a chicken."

They said, "Are you crazy? What shall we do without i~ood

without cotton? How shall we work tonight WJLthout our

candles? You get out of this ho~se!" they said, and they c:hased

her out of the house.

~

She left, and she lay down ~ith the chicken against her

breast, 

and they slept together. When it qot liqht in the

morning,~

the chicken didn't stay. The chicken jumped off the

girl's chest and flew away into tlhe forest. The chicken went,

and the child went after it. Wheln it went into the heart of

the forest, the child lost track ~f it. She looked to her

right and she looked to her left,! and there was no chicken

anywhere.

She looked around, but! instead of a chicken, she

found trees full of fruits. Oh, rhe felt so hacoy! She picked

some ~..1.n:::snd some ~!~~and al~ kinds of other fruits an,d

stuffed herself with food, an~ then she sat down and

rested a little.

Then she'started walking around, and she saw three ten"ts.

11 these thre~ tents were shinin~ in the light. One was

covered with ~~~~~~ one was catered with ~~" and the

other was covered with ~iifJ. S~e waite::! to see if there \,,as
;.'
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anyone there, and $hs saw no comm~tion around, so she went

nearer and nearer, and got into t~e tents. The ins ides of .the
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lThe translator was interrupted d~ring the translat~ng of this
story. When she ~ummarized the arly oortion befote going on,
she added here the following: It-he even made the toffee and
set it near the fire. It 'i

plucked the birds she found on thle floors and roasted them.

the tents and made the beds and ~olded the pajamas, and she

I

so he went into his tent and wen~ to sleep.

come near the tents.

He waited and waited~ but the gi~l saw him there, and she c!idn't

stayed.

The others went hunting the next Iday, but the eldest brothe:r

hunt the next day and sit and wait to see who wa~; dloing it..

find out.

forest at night.

They hunted in the daytime, and lived in their tentls in the

to come back and live in their three tents near th9 forest.

to that war.

3

Iand hid herself in the forest an~ kect watch over the tents.

birds and roasted them,l and shel fed herself.

and made the beds and folded the! oa,j amas, and she plucked the

a row of birds, all left on the Ifloors.

tents were in great disorder.
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done all this for them, and they were very clJrious to

As soon as he was in the te~t and asleep,

beds were not made, and it ~ooked as if some hunters had

When the three brothers cam~ back,

It seems there was a padishFh near there who had~ee.--
There was a war, and the ~adishah sent his three so'ns

He put a chair outside ~is tent and sat there, waj. tinq.

The eldest brother sa~d he would stay home from the

Things didn't go W~ll in the war, so they del:ided

After a wh~le, he became VE!ry sleepy,

~aj amas were all around, arId

they did,,' t know who

50 she tidied the tents

the Girl tidied

Then she went
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two older brothers rode off to h~nt,

know I can find out who it is.1I

gone to sleep.

the second brother said he hadn I ~ seen anyone because he h.3d

asked who it was that came and f~xed everythinq so nicely, and

forest and kept watch over the tbnts.

After she had fed herself, she w~nt and hid herself in the

plucked the birds she found on t~e floors and roasted them.

went to sleep.

the tents and made the beds and Ifolded the pajamas.

while, 

he became very sleepy, s~ he went into his tent and

saw him the re, and s hs didn' t c~me near the ten-t;s.

and he sat there, waitinq.

had qone of f to hunt, he put a 9ha ir out in front of his i:ent

just as it had with the eldest ~rother.

had aane to sleeD.
-'

and the eldest brother said he ~adn't seen anyol,e because he

they asked who it was that camel and fixed everything so nicely,

forest and kept watch over the ~ents.

After she had fed herself, she went and hid herself
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who was caring for their te~ts.

Then the youngest brother s~id,

~vhen the other two brothersl came back in the evening,

As -soon as he was in the telnt and asleep,

but he would sit up and watch and wait until he faun:]

The second brother decidedlthat ~ would stay the ne)<t

\~hen the other two brotherr came back in the evening,

He 1aited and waite:!, but the girl

So the next morning while the

the younqest one stayed

II I '11 watch tomorrow.

But it hao;)ened with him

After i:he other 1;wo

the qirl tidied

After a

in the

Then she

they
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behind.

I. s a \:r , ".

To make sure that he ,OUld stay awake I' he cut hj.s

cut. It hurt so much that he 10uldn't be able to go to sleep

even if he became sleepy. He ,rapped it tightly, and then

he went to bed.

The girl looked and saw thlat the youngest brother was in

his bed. Quietly she tidied hir tent, and oicked up the birds

that she found on the floor. T~en she tidied the other tents
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and made up the beds and folded the pajamas.
She picked up

the rest of the birds and plucked them all and roasted them.

After she had fed herself, she started toward the forest to

hide herself. Eu.t just as she was about t.o pass his tent,

the youngest brother jumped to tis feet and cau~ht her. 8<JI ~..~9PA

"Are you a umon beinq t or i3re you a qenie?" Sl-1r II

II who

are you?" he said.
!
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"I am not a genie. I am alhuman being," she said.

"Who are you?" asked the b~y.

And she told her whole story--how she and her sisters,

were very poor, living alone, ~/t thout parents, t3nd hO1-1 thE~y

worked all day and all night spinning thread out of cottar!.

Each morning, she said, she WOU~d take the spun thread to

the market and exchange it for ~ome more cotton and three

candles and three pieces pf bre~d, and wpuld come back again.

But one day, instead of buying 9andles and bread, she had

bought a chicken and taken it h~me. Her sisters" she said,

were very anqry, and drove her away. So she and thg chicken.."
slept that night toqether, and ~hen they went irlto the for'est,

where she lost the chicken. t"jh~le she was looki.ng for the
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chicken, she found a place in the forest where there -were

trees with fruits of all kinds, land she ate and ate until she

was satisfied. After she had rtsted, she noticed three shining

tents, one covered wi th diamond~, one covered v..:ith rubies ,. and

the third covered with pearls..
r l\Jo one was in the tents, tJut

the insides of the tents were i1 great disorder" so she had

tidied them up. She found bird~ on the floors, she said, so

she plucked and roasted the bir~s and ate a liti:le of the food.

Then she hid, to see who would Game. That evening, three

young men came to the tents, an1 they were all ~;urDrised tD

find the tents tidied and the b~rds plucked and roasted. The

next day, the oldest young man ~ad stayed home t;o watch, but

he had fallen asleep. After he Ihad fallen asleE~p, she had!
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done her work and had hidden he~self again, to ~'atch. Again,

they were surprised to find th'e Itents tidied anc: the food

cooked.

The next day, the seconld young man had stayed home

to watch, but he, too, had falleln asleep, so she had tidied

,

the tents and roasted the birds land then had hidden to watch.
i

The third day, the youngest one !had stayed to watch, but after
;;

f

JI she had done her work he had caulght her, she said, so now she

had no place to go.

The boy offered her his own! tent, that they might live

together.
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1I;,'l/hat about your brothers?"1 she said

"Well, 

my brothers don't ha~e to know anythino about it,"

he answered

So they lived together in t~e youngest brother's tent, and
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happened, she decided to set out to find the px'ince.

Early that morning, on herl way, she found a keshish2 on
I

his way to the church. The qir~ stopoed him and she said,
I

"Please, Father ~~, could ~ou give me your rObes in

exchange for a pearl-covered tent and all that goes with it?"

The keshish aQreed to exch~nge his robes for the tent,

and the girl dressed herself inlhis robes and gathered all

her hair into the priest's ,CI,fter she hadpointed cap.§.if:.

finished dressing h8rself, she asked the keshish if he hatj

seen three young men travelinn together, and the keshish ~;aid

yes,

that he had seen three horsemen going in a certain

direction, with two headed forward eagerly and the third cllways

stopping to look behind him.

She started on her way in ~he direction thE! horsemen had

She went and went, and f~nally saw the three riders,

gone.

with the first two riding joyfu]jly and the thirc! one turning

~

and looking back at every other step, very unhappy.

As the keshish approached, Ithe third young man started

't\...hat have yo~ seen, Father Keshish?"talking with him.

he asked.

really thej girlAnd the keshish answered,i

"I saw the sweetheart ~yinq

And the roses dying,

Fallen apart from a qtacious beloved.

I saw myself sinking tn grief

2K hermit monk. Turkish peasant~ hfjVe very vaOU9 notions about
faiths other than the 1"J05 1em cnf.
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and the monk said he did not have rnYbOdy except hi 1:; mother

and a sister. He asked where the ronk came from, and the

~

girl gave the name of the place "lh~re she ha.d lived ..:i tl: her

sisters. The prince said, ",,'That abort my starting a shop for yo,1.,

to sell rugs and carpets, so that ~ could come and :~ce you ver:r
"
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often?" And thus it waG decided.

The very next day the shop w~s prepared, and it was

filled with goods to be sold, and ~he monk was to sell these

things. 

And the prince started co4ng to him very o:ften. Every

time he came, he would ask, "Father Keshish, ~lhat have you seen?"

And the keshish (really the ~irl) would answe:r,

.

!1

"I sa\'l the sweetheart ~ying,

And the roses dying,

Fallen apart from a grfcious beloved.

I saw myself sinking ~n grief."

Finally it was time for the Ibrothers to get mar-ried, and

rv'lhen it was time for the youngestthe two older ones \vere married.

"TomorrO"1 Ione to be married, he came to the ~onk and said,

go to the(:g~~)(bath), and I wan~ you to come aJ.ong with me

The keshish said no, no, th~t he could not go. He was

not in the habit of going into a ~ery hot hamam.
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started answerinq the prince bylsaying,

But by the time the wedding preparations were on,

have you seen. Father Keshish?"

would open his eyes and say,

you seen?"

he said.

to go in with his robes on.

bridegroom, he said, no, he woU~dnlt go, bu~ he finally agreed

came to take the bridegroom and Ihis frien:J the monk to the!

But when the~J insisted that he ~hauld qa in taqe!ther with the

as the bamam."

him, 

so he said,
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And the keshish (really th~ airl) would an~3wer,

And while he was being bathed,

And the keshish (really th~ girl) would answe=,

And as the soap was being +ashed from his E~yes,

1.11 W-")~
The next morning, the mUSi~ians and the whale proceSSione»:r::

But the prince insisted ve~y much on his going alonq with

The keshish went along 4ith them willingly enough.

"I saw the sweetheartllying,

It I saw the sweetheart [lying,

50 he did go inside.

Fallen apart from a gracious beloved.

And the roses dying,

I saw myself sinking I in grie f. II

Fallen apart from a gracious beloved..

I saw myself sinkinglin grief."

And the rases dying,

"All right.

"O~, Father Keshis~~, what ha,,'e

"1 Ican't take my robes off,"

I'll come alona with you as far

the prince asked,

1I~';ell, please try to

the monk

the [:)rince

"What
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