K6roSlu.
...11
earth.
~

I,J I ',-,t, ,~""O"'(.,..~

'#T

",

j
"This horse .ust
tor another 81% months."

880unt of light
horse for

another

b4t k.t'pt in c~plete

darkness in the stable

K61~ogJLu
tound the place

leaked in and fixed it.

in the root where a

'!ben he cared tor the

.t.x aonths.1I

At the end of that

time II hj.8 father

plowed and watered tvelTe

rode around the field

tUieiS.,

ordered that

K8r~lu

several tj.mes. J-ped

the field

be ~g...in

then aounted the horse and

over a high vall.

and re't\1rI1ed

to hi. tatber, who saain te11; ttLe horse's hoot with his hand..
time he was satisfied.
that

for hEt found acme dry earth on the hoofs and :Dlew

the horse had been able to reach down through the mud to the f1:ni

"As lOBI as you ba~'eW.s }lorse." he told K8~lu.
defeat:-,t~.

Bow I want you to go and take my~!!!~

Arter th1..

"nobody can
against Bolu :~t"."

&8 you knowD Kfiroglu had a long series o1(~~~~~~~:BJ'

He vent to Bolu Bey's h~e atLdiraited to get a chance to kill
Se7 Baw hia tr~

& high windc,.r, and asked who he vas.

Be.,'. .erYant. that he w'asa @:ro~ tor KorollU.
that

the horae he Y&8 rid1q

near it.
that

this

~rasl so violent

He told

him.

Bc)lu

Bolu

But Bolu Bey noticed

that no one else could g4!1;

and he noticed it p~Lv1t~up earth with its

teet.

He BU8peC.t..~d

Y&8 KOroilu h1.selj~ II I~bout whcm he had otten heard,

and he

ordered hi8 .en. "Catch him! ,. INt KSroglu got back on his horse and
S&lloped trca 'there... ru't a. the wind.
As you mow, he h~~~in

the hill.

I UTe heard. U1Y&1. Oneor the va(:~~~vh~
..rather'.

tt:;;.~;;~~

\..::=::_~~)

,

~

1n(-!!~.J .

with hia.

'Blat is ¥hILt

he had stolen tr~

L

.~
r.i~.
'the light ]~n~~trate. the barn whenLJ°.,.erc~e by c'wrioi 'ty, peeks &t the horse on 1~he39th day.
~Ci ty on the Aa~atic
side or the Bosphorus t better known to Weste:rJl
~ader8 (thanks to FloJ"ence J'1f~ht1D1..1. t perhaps) &8 S_cutari.

1c:L

~lli
Oned&7 ~roilu
v

vent on 1Q~~~to

a place called(~~~!~~J

th~~;;;~~;;~~~

!here he sav a girl

in a~~~

He took a~~tr~

to

taking vater t~

hi. finger and threw it

~to her pitcher, _d then he! tell loved the girl to her h~e.
the parent.

of the girl

~~

Ue will

The father
al braver

'1v\~~

-~1:-~.Q.,of~
--""Ele,icl. "Could

of the s:irl

.an than this""

K~roilu

"By

(Mo~d""'-""4d)
I yaat 'to
ry

the perai881on of 'th~~~~t1

,.our daughter." 2

-n
---:Ie

, . Coo
Vo-"l.-1..
l~,

I possibl,.

give

and he consented to their

atayed that, one niE~ht with his wife

lis of
J

G~vjQ1--! CD\o1-

his

father-in-law

4 his

0\'\ .re-. ~ ~

cg\.V

is ei~t

l ~ --0

O'{'o~

J,..r~

cI~

teaous horse.
year.

old,

.are.

and then in the mor:n:lng

'r

~

.,. f'ather!

-10.(~..,.!.-fa...tQaI

.
~

He
C~.iJ.
~I

leannc.

that will

this

8&Jre

"When.,.

SI)D

be born to the

--

be saddle,
e started

giving
riding

colt,

hi:5 wife bore a son.

and nine months 8J!1d1\()f.-df i j>'
When the child

he l)egan to ask questions about his father:

Where is my father?

eD he Y&8 eight

-'~

before

the mare bore a .ale

KBroSlu left.

~ld enough to talk,

---I()

mOUlLthill. on the colt

In the stal)le

and Koroglu .ated

wite

1~o

Gi~ hta the shield, the clUb, and the sword"and let hta go.
~
J
n ~~~-S~O...~,;c./,c.k,J""'~U
Ie-f"f- ...,,~ ~..,tQ.V ~
~+ ~C) l>t;z..
velll
..-{~~Qv --Ot'\ c~
0 +- C4'1CQpt ---to
i>~ ~ i ~
"1t> A'..e.1oo
--~
4

tieD days after

~---

sa:Ld 1~o his

Eight aonths later.

_b~

WtL!1II. fine .are,

.Y' daughter

.

+- JeVCi ~t!

r

~~~

there

)'Q.i LiQ,f-f-

aarriage.

departed, lea'riag vit.h her a shj~eld, a club, and a sword.

+J~

Both of'

were d.ea.ft but K'oroSlu .h

~

o~~&Dd

a

years old,

When is .Y' father

gre'w

"Who is

going to return,tli

they saddled his horse and placed hia in

him the 8hield,

the club,

in the direction

0~!!!~~!!J

and the sword ot KorogJ.u,.

~ !~~~eD
a young aan in Turkey is interested
in aarrying a girl.
he has a
~I J
aatcbaaker visit
her parent,s in his behalf; usually it is one or bc)t,h
ot his own parents. it the" ar'e alive; or. it the girl is above hiet..v
.tati~
in any way. he aay ha'V'ea aore prCD.inent person act in the~Lr
place.
'!'he aatcbaaker. c aJ.l ed, 1n Turkish ~n ~r
.opens the inte!rnew with the girl' s paren1.s blY saying. "By the will ot God and the
peraission
ot the Prophet. I blave C<8e to ask tor the hand ot your
daughter tor X."
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tween th-.
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fighting
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for he had ~!c:ognized that the boy Vall

hi. own.on.
3~e version of the legend that the narrator knew was apparently a
cute fable. as. in ta,ct. most versions were originally
or became
TAter. ~
poets in 'Turkey delight in creating librettos
for the
a&ny episodes in the KfOroglu legend. A whole study could be made (If
these librettos.
ID Turkish tales of the her'oic ages. warriors introduced themselves'
with & good 'bit of brauiD8: and chest th\&ping.
just as they did.
according to literature.
il]l .any other eultures.

